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Abstract

bjective: The current paper aims to investigate the contribution of women authors in the field of mental health
O research by reviewing a well-known peer reviewed psychiatric journal, The Arab Journal of Psychiatry (AJP), over
a period of 25 years analyzing all literature issued by women researchers on mental health. Method: A retrospective review
of all literature in the AJP from 1989 to 2014 was conducted by thorough manual search through the journal website and hard
copies; all women authors were identified by names and their professional specialty. An identical search method for papers
focusing on women's mental health was used. Results and Conclusions: The current paper reflects the size and professional
profiles of women authors in mental health research in the Arab world through the AJP. There have been an increased number
of published articles in general during the last decade with many more women authors in comparison to their male peers. The
AJP published more papers focusing on women's mental health in the Arab countries. Female psychiatrists took the lead in
authorship, but have not published more articles within the last five years than their male counterparts. This evolution may
be the result of the continuity of the AJP aided by the recent advances in accessing data and communication online. Studies

concerned with the mental health of Arab women remain scarce. More attention and efforts is needed to address this.
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